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LB 274

AN ACf relating to agriculture; to create the Climate
Assessment Response Comnittee; and to providepowers and duties.

Be it enacted by the poople of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1. (1) The Cl.imate A6ses6mentResponse Conmittee is hereby created. The office of theGovernor shall be the lead igency and shall oversee thecomnittee and its activities, The committee shal] becgTpose9 of representatives appolnted by the covernoryith the approval of a ma;ority of the iegislature fromlivestock producers, crop pr6ducers, and the CivilDefense..Agency, conservatioi: ana survey Division andCooperative Extension Service of the ilniversity of

l!"b:?:k": Department of AgricuLture, Departmeni. ofHearEn, Department of Water Resources, Governorrs policyResearch Office, and Nebraska Naturat ResourcesCommissj.on. Representatives from the federalAgriculturaL Stabiliiation and. Conservaiion Service andFederal Crop Insurance Corporation may a.Lso serve on thecomnittee at the invitation of ttte covernor. Thecovernor may appoint the chairperson of the AgricultuieCommittee and the chairpersoir of the Natural ResourcesConmittee of the Legislature and any other state agencyrepresentatives or j.nvite any othei federal agenciis tinane representatlves as he or she deems necessary. IheGovernor shall appoint one of the committee members toserve as the chairperson of the comrittee. Committeemembers shall be reimbursed for actuaL and necessaryexpenses as provided in sections g1_1I74 to g1_1177.
(2) The committee sha1l meet at least twiceeach year and shall meet more frequently (a) at the call

:5 the .chairperson, (b) upon riquest-oi a majorj.ty ofthe committee members, and (L) during periods oi aroigntor other severe clinate situations- -

- (3) The chairperson may establishst'hcommittees- and may invite iepresentatives of agenci.esother than those with members on the committee to serveon such subcomnittees.
(4) Any funds for the activities of thecommittee and for other climate-related er<pendj.tures maybe appropriated directly to the office oi the Governoi

1t4



LB 274 LB 274

for contracting with other agencies or persons for task6
approved by the committee.

Sec. 2. Ihe Clirnate Assessment Response
Committee shall:

(1) Provide tinely and systenatic datacollection, analysis, and dissemination of infornation
about drought and other severe clinate occurrences tothe Governor and to other itrterested per6ons;

(2) Provide the Governor and other interested
per6ons with information and advice relevant to reguestsfor federal disagter declarations and to the use offu.nds and other trces of a66istance available to thestate because of such declarations;(3) Establish criteria for start-up andshut-down of various assessment and responae activitiesby 6tate and federal agencies during drought and othercl.imate-related energencles ;(4) Provide an organlzationaJ. structure thatassures information flow and defines the duties andresponsibilities of aII agencies during times of drought
and cLinate-related energencies,-(5) ltaintain a current inventory of state andfederal agency responsibilities in assessing andresponding to drought and other climate-related
emergencies;

(6) Provide a mechanism for the improvement of
methods of asseseinE lmpacts of drougtht on agriculture
and industryi

(7) Provide such other coordination and
comnunication alnong federal and state agencies as is
deemed appropriate by such committee; and(8) Perform such other climate-related
assessment and response functions as are desired by the
Governor.
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